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The Camp

Introduction

The sanctuary structure was the very heart of the
camp of Israel and the camp was arranged in a
very specific manner. Israel was led through their
wilderness journey by a pillar of cloud by day and
was transformed to a pillar of fire by night. When
the pillar moved, Israel knew it was time to move.
Israel would pack up and move to a new location,
and would set up camp with the same layout
each time. The sanctuary structure was at the
center of the camp and the twelve tribes of Israel
camped around it. The sanctuary was the focus
of all that they did, and with good reason. Every

part of the structure, it’s furnishings, as well as
the sacrifices and offerings and festivals, and
even the camp of Israel, all served to educate
about the coming Messiah and his plan of
salvation. This teaching tool was not the true plan
of salvation, but rather a symbolic representation
of what the plan would ultimately be.

Let's investigate the actual camp layout and
function and then ask, who is it that actually
made up the inhabitants of the camp, and how
does it relate to us today?
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Basics

1. Who’s name did God change to Israel? Genesis 32:28

2. How many sons did Israel have? Genesis 42:32

3. What nation did these sons move to? Genesis 45:19-21

4. Even though the children of Israel moved to Egypt of their own free will, what did they become
while living there? Exodus 1:13, 14

Note: Because of an extended famine in the land, Jacob and his large family(children of Israel)
had gone down into Egypt to live. After many years there, the Egyptians made Israel their slaves. But
after 400 years, God brought them out of Egypt through a series of miracles, to Mt Sinai, where He
made a covenant with them.

5. In His covenant, God promised to make Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Was this
promise conditional? Exodus 19:5,6

6. For those under the new covenant what does God promise? 1Peter 2:9,10

7. Israel, with all their flocks and herds, left Egypt under Moses' direction. Who else went with them?
Exodus 12:37, 38

Note: The Israelite camp was made up of Israelites and Egyptians who for whatever reason,
chose to leave Egypt in the exodus. It was known as the mixed multitude.

8. Circumcision of the flesh was symbolic of what, in the covenant God made with Israel?
Deuteronomy 10:16

Note: We will discuss this circumcision of the heart a little later in this study

9. What does the new testament call Israel while they were in the wilderness? Acts 7:38

10. What mission did God give to His people, Israel? Isaiah 49:6
Note: It was God’s plan that Israel should share the gift of salvation with not only the nation's

The camp was basically laid out in a square,
three tribes on each side of the sanctuary. Each
tribe had a flag, or banner, around which they
camped. All were welcome to dwell and
fellowship in the camp, as they were willing to live
as an Israelite. Although not all within the camp
were Israelites. Many who came out of Egypt
with Israel were actually Egyptians.

There were specific laws and ceremonies that
were established to facilitate order and

cleanliness. Some situations like sickness, or
having to attend to the deceased, resulted in a
“defiled” condition and those individuals were
sent out of the camp, to quarantine for a specified
period of time, after which they could return to
camp. This was different than committing a sin,
which required repentance and a blood sacrifice
within the sanctuary. The camp and its central
sanctuary is the basic framework within which
God works out His plan of salvation and extends
its offer to the rest of the world.

Study Questions
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around them, but with the whole world. Israel as a nation failed to accomplish this mission under the
old covenant. They had become self focused and believed that only natural born Jews had God’s
favor and that no one else was worthy. But there is one Israelite, a true Israelite, who succeeded in
every area that the nation of Israel had failed.

11. Consider each of the following parallels; Israel’s failures compared with the victorious life of Jesus
Christ:

The Lord said, Israel is my son, and He called them out of Egypt. Exodus.4:22,23
Jesus called out of Egypt. Matthew 2:13-15

Israel was ‘baptized’ in the Red Sea. 1Corinthians10:1,2)
Jesus was baptized in the Jordan river. Mark 1:9

Israel tested in appetite 40 years and failed. 1Corinthians10:5-10
Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness and was victorious over the same temptation. Matthew 4:1-3

Israel tempted with presumptuous rebellion led by Korah. Numbers16:23-35, 41
Jesus tempted with presumption and was victorious. Luke 4:9-12

Israel tempted with false worship at Sinai and failed. Exodus 32:1-4
Jesus tempted with false worship and was victorious. Luke 4:5-8

Israel did not overcome even after spending 40 years in the wilderness. Hebrews 3:8-11
Jesus overcame temptation even while fasting for 40 days in the wilderness. Luke 4:2-13

Jesus Christ succeeded in every area where Israel failed. He is the only true heir of the promises, the
only true Israelite.

12. God made these covenant promises to Abraham and to which of his seed specifically? Galatians
3:16, 2Corinthians 1:19,20

Note: It is in Jesus Christ that all of the conditions of the covenant are met and thus it is only
through Christ that the promises of Scripture are fulfilled. So it is not in a temporal nation that God’s
promises will be fulfilled, but rather through Jesus Christ. It is our belief in Him that enables us to be
partakers of those promises.

13. What was it that God wanted for His people and was represented by circumcision of the flesh?
Deuteronomy 10:15,16, 30:6

Note: Remember that circumcision of the flesh was the sign of the covenant with God. But this
was just an outward sign, or symbol that was to represent something much more significant. What
God was truly concerned with, was the condition of the heart. Even under the old covenant God's
purpose was to give His people a new heart, a heart that desires to do His will.

14. What other gift would accompany receiving this new heart, and what would the result be in the life
of the individual? Ezekiel 36:26,27

One True Israelite

A New Heart
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Note: Even under the old covenant, God promised to give His spirit along with a new heart,
and this He promised would transform the life from one of disobedience and rebellion, to one of
willing obedience.

15. Jesus describes this “new heart” as what in the new testament? John 3:3
Note: According to Scripture, a new heart, or being born again, is necessary to be a part of

God’s kingdom. Why? Because the ‘old heart’, the one we are born with is selfish and unwilling to
obey God. Disobedience is how we got into the mess we find this world in today. The unrenewed
heart rebels against God’s law. It is willing obedience that God is trying to bring us back to, and it is
only this new heart that will enable God to write His law within us, so that we desire to obey Him.

16. What is it that enables us to receive this new heart? Jeremiah 31:31-33

17. With whom is this new covenant made? Hebrews 8:10
Note: It is the new covenant that makes provision for a new heart, and that new heart grafts us

into true Israel. Please do not pass over these verses lightly. This is an incredibly important concept
to grasp. The new covenant is made with Israel. There is no other people group that God makes this
covenant with, but Israel alone. By accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, entering into the new
covenant experience, we become an Israelite, and thus, partakers of those promises fulfilled in Jesus
Christ.

18. Is everyone born of Jewish descent a true Israelite? Romans 9:6
Note: Remember we learned that not everyone in the camp was an Israelite? Paul here

declares that not everyone of Israel is truly Israel. In other words, there are some who may appear to
be Israel, but they are not really. There is a great difference between being born of jewish descent
and being a true Israelite. There are a great number of Jewish individuals today and even a nation
called Israel, who are not necessarily part of true Israel.

19. So what makes a person born of Jewish descent, a true Israelite? Romans 2:28, 29, Galatians
3:29

Note: For a person of jewish descent to be considered a part of true Israel, he or she must be
born again in Christ, having received that new heart and desire to do God’s will. Israel of the flesh,
are those who are Jewish by birth, but unbelieving and not born again in Christ.

20. What about Gentiles? Under the old covenant, was it possible for a gentile, someone not born into
the household of Jacob to become an Israelite? Isaiah 56:6,7

Note: Under the old covenant, if a gentile accepted God's covenant, he was then considered to
be part of Israel. He was an Israelite, adopted into the family of Abraham. So it is under the new
covenant as well. Remember, the new covenant is made with Israel. When a gentile or jew, accepts
Christ, they become a child of Abraham and are heirs of the promised inheritance, fulfilled in Jesus
Christ. In other words, true Israel is made up of the body of believers, whether Jew or Gentile and is
known as true Israel.

But you may be asking, what about the new testament church? Well, let’s look a little closer at this
idea of the new covenant Israel and the church. The word “church” simply means “assembly”.
Remember that the Bible refers to Israel during the forty years of wandering between Egypt and
Canaan as “the church in the wilderness”.
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True Israel

21. From whom does Paul say the Gentiles were separate(aliens) from, prior to receiving Christ?
Ephesians 2:11,12

Note: Paul spells out this teaching in just a few verses. He explains that gentiles were once
separate from Israel, but through Jesus Christ have obtained the new covenant promise of salvation
and are now included in Israel. Eph.2:11-13.

22. What does Jeremiah describe Israel as? Jeremiah 11:16

23. Paul describes Israel as a “good olive tree”. Who is described as a “wild olive tree”? Romans
11:13,17

24. The source of nourishment and life for any tree is its root. Who is the root of this good olive
tree(Israel)? Romans 11:18, Revelation 22:16

25. Both the wild olive tree, representing Gentiles, and the good olive tree, representing Israel, had
branches. What happened to those branches that represent unbelieving Jews? Romans 11:20

Note: Paul is writing to the church in Rome, which is made up of mainly Gentile believers, and
describing the fact that God has not cast off His people Israel. Paul himself was an Israelite, and with
him, a remnant of believing Jews remained. The rest were blinded, or broken off because of unbelief.

26. What happened to those branches that represent believing gentiles? Romans 11:17

Note: Some of the branches from the wild olive tree(Gentiles) were grafted into this good olive
tree(Israel). It was their belief and acceptance of Jesus Christ, which allowed them to be grafted into
this good olive tree, Israel.

Conclusion

Not all who came out of Egypt in the exodus were
true Israelites. Likewise, not all who claim to be
God’s people today actually are.

Both Jews and gentiles are described as
branches. Some of the Jewish branches were cut
off because of unbelief. The branches of Gentile
believers are grafted into that same olive tree.
So, anyone who believes in Jesus Christ, the
root, and receives His gift of salvation, is grafted
into that same tree - Israel, true Israel. Notice
there is only one good tree, because God only
has one people, one church. Yes, Israel is God's
‘church’, and God’s church is Israel. Israel is
made up of all believers, both Jew and Gentile as
they choose to accept the terms of the new
covenant. If you have accepted Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior, then you are an Israelite and are
heirs to the promise made to Abraham, and
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. God had only one camp
of Israel, the church in the wilderness. That

church remains, and gentile believers are grafted
into it.
Jesus stated this very thing. He declared that
there would be only one flock and one Shepherd.
“And other sheep I have, which are not of this
fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear
my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd.” John.10:16

The christian church is Israel, and true Israel is
the church. They are one and the same
according to the Bible. All the promises made to
old covenant Israel are fulfilled in Jesus Christ,
and by faith in Him, we are grafted into Israel,
thus receiving the benefits of those promises.
Regardless of race, nationality, gender, age, or
economic status, all believers are one in Christ.
Without Christ there is no Israel, no church. In
Christ we are heirs to all the promises. This is the
camp of Israel.
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Counterfeit

Popular teaching today says Israel and the
christian church is separate and distinct and that
God somehow has a different plan of salvation
for each. This idea sprang from the pen of
Francisco Ribera, a Jesuit author commissioned
to help counteract the protestant reformation.
The teaching remained for the most part, within
Catholicism for nearly 300 years after the council
of Trent, but gained momentum within
protestantism in the early 1800’s. The path into

protestantism was blazed by; Dr. Samuel Roffey
Maitland, James H Todd, John Henry Newman,
and others. This teaching was further promoted
through dispensationalism by John Nelson Darby
and then popularized by Cyrus Scofield and his
study Bible. Modern day promoters are Tim
LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins. Their whole endtime
prophetic interpretation hinges on the necessity
of keeping Israel and the Church separate, a
teaching contrary to Scripture.


